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PLANET EARTH SUMMER SEMINAR

gooooooobooon

The Planet Earth Summer Seminar was held at the Keio
University Lodge in Tateshina, Nagano, from September
13th to 16th, 2005. Our class included seven students from
Mita, Hiyoshi, and SFC campuses. The course involved
students in a variety of classroom and fieldwork activities
focussing on the natural environment surrounding the
lodge. Tateshina is a highland area 1500 metres above sea
level, with extensive forests, freshwater Lake Megami, and Mt.
Tateshina towering 2530 metres above the valley.

Fieldwork activities included exploratory walks around the
lodge area, the shoreline of Lake Megami, the summer farm
which occupies the winter ski slopes, and the highland
forest at the top of the gondola ski lift on Mt. Tateshina.
Mapmaking and photography were focus activities during
our fieldwork, identifying natural and artificial features in the
lodge area, and the valley area between the lake and farm.

Changeable mountain weather was a major influence on the
timing of our fieldwork, although we were sometimes
victims of bad timing. On one memorable day, we were
rained on during both morning and afternoon fieldwork, but
whenever we returned to the classroom, the weather
became fine and dry.

Classroom activities included discussion of our lifestyles and
our effect on the local environment, exchanging information
and opinions about environmental issues, and analysing the
documentary movie Koyaanisqatsi, which dramatically
contrasts natural and artificial landscapes. In preparation for
our class presentation at the seminar party, we designed
poster-sized maps of the local environment, and selected
photos for PowerPoint presentation.

After extensive exploration, photography and mapping
activities, we discovered that many environmental features
which appeared to be natural were actually engineered or arti-
ficially created. Notable examples were:

* Lake Megami - Created in 1963, with a long straight

Dale Haskell, Part-time Lecturer

concrete bank holding back the water from the original
streams and wetlands. It was an unpleasant surprise to
discover that | was older than the lake. At the far end of the
lake, the bleached grey trunks of a submerged forest were
clearly visible, providing dramatic evidence of a radically
changed environment.

* Tateshina stream - Another engineered feature, flowing
from the lake along a concrete canal. Flowing through Keio
Tateshina Lodge, the stream alternated between natural
rocky curves and
artificially straight
sections, including
concrete banks
beside bridges.

* Forests and
plantations - Al-
though there were

some areas of

mixed native for-

est, there were

also large expanses of plantation forest, evident in the
straight rows of trees, which were the same species, age
and height. On the lower slopes of Mt. Tateshina, the forest
had been completely destroyed to create ski slopes for
winter tourists.

* Tateshina farm - Cows grazing on the grassy ski slopes
gave the impression of a farm, although the cattle, pigs,
goats, sheep and horses were temporary visitors for
another tourist attraction. Every winter, the animals return to
their real farms in the surrounding countryside, while skiers
invade the deforested ski slopes.

* Pollution - We discovered oil floating in the swampy
boardwalk area beside the lake, and an orange coloured,
possibly toxic pit of garbage close to the Keio Lodge
kitchen.

Our class presentation at the seminar farewell party
revealed the artificially natural features of the local environ-
ment, using large poster maps and PowerPoint photo
presentation. We made one of the most serious presentations
during a lively evening, and our discoveries informed and
surprised many people in the audience. Our small group
had enjoyed an interesting and productive few days, exploring
the natural, and not so natural, environment of Tateshina.

Reference: Godfrey Reggio (producer & director),1983,
Koyaanisqatsi, Santa Fe, Institute for Regional Education
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(Effective Business Presentations in English)

Robert Tobin, Professor, Faculty of Business and Commerce

To make an effective business presentation, you only need four elements:

1. Hook-to get the audience interested;

2. Took-some ideas or important information that you want everyone to walk away with;
3. Book-some reference materials; and finally a

4. Look-you've got to look credible enough so that people will trust you and your product.

The presentation on October 20, 2005 amplified each of these points and gave all of the participants plenty of time to
practice their oral and nonverbal communication skills, including a way of describing an umeboshi's unique taste
using only facial expressions.

Each participant received a list of Do's and Don'ts which included the following that have applications not only for
business but for classroom learning as well.

DO

1. Know The Purpose-know why you're there.

2. Involve The Audience-ask questions-give the ooddoddooooooood
audience something to do. (The Creative Classroom)

3. Use Photos not Clip-art.

Workshop Facilitator: Carolyn Graham

=

Have a Handout Different than the Presentation

slides. oooooo O0ooon

5. Make Eye Contact. Look at the audience

6. Put No more than 25 words per slide.

7. Demonstrate when you can. IDLIKE A SANDWICH

8. Use Gestures that fit what you say. I'd like a sandwich

9. Throw Your nervousness away. I'd like a sandwich

DON'T I'd like a tuna salad sandwich

1. Read from The Paper or Look Down. I'd like a tuna salad sandwich

2. Apologize about Your Language Skill. on whole wheat toast

3. Look at the Screen or the Computer. and a large bowl of chicken soup
0 LR SOV FES) Sounds.or UITEiens: --Carolyn Graham (1986). Small Talk. Oxford Univer-
5. Be too hard on yourself when it is over.

sity Press--
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(Academic Presentations in English)

David Shea, Associate Professor, Faculty of Business and Commerce

Giving an academic presentation inevitably involves
standing in front of an audience and addressing people
with poise, strength and clarity. There are also related
strategic issues about how to deal with such matters as time
constraints and questions/comments, all of which are
particularly confusing for novice presenters speaking in a
second language. However, in my recent presentation for
the Research Center for Foreign Language Education, | tried
to stress that an academic presentation most critically

involves the analytic quality of discourse.

In my experience teaching academic writing and presenta-
tion, | have found that students often struggle with how to
make a persuasive yet empirically based argument. In
the workshop, | addressed the issue of developing an
argument by introducing the term heteroglossia - or multi-
vocality, the incorporation of the words and voices of an
academic discourse community (Lave & Wenger, 1991). |
tried to point out that academic talk is not simply a matter of
asserting one's opinion, or even reporting one's findings with
complex vocabulary and formal grammatical structure.
Rather, academic argument (whether written or oral)
involves a fundamental orientation to an academic audience.

In practical terms, heteroglossia suggests that a conversa-
tion is already going on, and that the first job of novice
presenters (i.e., students) is to recognize what issues are
debatable and what knowledge is taken for granted. The
only way to find the right tone to address an audience is to
listen before speaking - that is, to read. Any academic
presentation is based on reading, and it is the writers of what

students read who form the academic audience that
students address.

Second, the concept of heteroglossia points to the funda-
mental characteristic of academic discourse: reference
and citation. Academic argument is always grounded in
other research. In a written work, references are embedded
in the text accompanied by full citation of original
sources. In an oral presentation, reference to other ideas
and research is conventionally accomplished by use of
signal phrases, such as according to and as the author
points out, which allow the speaker to both incorporate
other voices and to distinguish personal knowledge and
opinion, thus avoiding the serious problem of plagiarism.

Following heteroglossia, | spoke about building an argument
with assertion, explanation, and illustration - what | call
the "analytic three step" where any claim is followed by
elaboration and evidence. Often, inexperienced students
frame ideas and opinions as unsubstantiated assertions,
without support or clarification. To frame an argument to a
knowledgeable community of scholars, however, requires
sustained explication and substantiated elaboration of
ideas.

| also introduced the strategy of making a concession,
which allows a writer/speaker to incorporate disagree-
ment into one's own argument. | pointed out that it
sounds naive to talk about a topic, particularly a controver-
sial topic, simply in terms of asserting one's opinion.
Recognizing disagreement allows a speaker to demon-
strate familiarity with ongoing discussion within the acade-
mic community on the one hand, and to present a more
nuanced counter argument, on the other.

In conclusion, | reviewed a number of stylistic features
that students seem to have trouble with, such as personal
frames of reference, rhetorical questions, and prescriptive
phrasing, all of which work to undermine an academic
argument. | closed by encouraging students to think
about academic presentations as not simply a matter of
particular vocabulary or sentence structure, but rather
ongoing dialog with the discourse communities in which
they increasingly participate.

Reference : Lave, J. & Wenger, E. (1991) Situated Learn-
ing. Legitimate peripheral participation, Cambridge : Uni-
versity of Cambridge Press.
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Education

Keio Shonan Fujisawa Junior Senior High School
Parliamentary Debate Workshop Report

Patrick Hardy, Part-time Lecturer, Keio Shonan Fujisawa Junior Senior High School

Parliamentary Debating and SFC

Fifth year students at SFC have been learning Parliamentary Debating as part of the curriculum for over 10 years.
Parliamentary Debate involves real-time exchange of ideas and opinions, and is less concerned with research or amassing facts
and figures. The aim is to provide students with meaningful communication opportunities and to increase their critical thinking
skills.

When and Where

Saturday, October 8, 2005 at Keio SFC Campus, 6 Auditorium

Participants

All of our fifth year students attended the workshop. It was organized by the English department at SFC. The workshop leaders
were 4 debating champions from Oxford, Cambridge, and Nottingham Universities in England, along with a workshop
leader.

Event

The first part of the event was a lecture on Parliamentary Debate techniques. The lecture involved the English debaters giving
tips on debating techniques. These included the importance of emotional appeals, how to define debate motions, and when to
ask questions. Following the lecture was a model debate that included two of our own returnee students. A floor debate followed,
during which audience members were asked to contribute any comments or questions. Most of the contributions came from our
returnee students, who asked various questions and made comments to both
sides in the debate.

Evaluation

Although much of the English was either very difficult or spoken too quickly for many
of the students to understand, a lot of student feedback has been positive. Many
students noted how it was interesting to see an exciting interchange of opinions in
English, and that this has increased their desire to learn more about
Parliamentary Debating. In the future, we would like to make sure that any seminar
or workshop is more interactive, and includes more visual aids or activities that the
students can take part in or understand.
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