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David Shea, Associate Professor, Faculty of Business and Commerce

The Advanced English Seminar sponsored by the
Research Center for Foreign Language Education is an
attempt to give returnee students at Keio a chance to
maintain their English proficiency and develop the
academic language skills that most only began to
acquire when abroad. The course aims to provide
language development through a sustained focus on
interesting, relevant content. The idea is that through
study about an issue, students use the discursive and
linguistic resources of language involving explication,
argumentation, citation, as well as vocabulary and
grammar, etc.

Over the past two years, the Advanced Seminar |
have taught has given students chances to discuss
assigned readings and develop a grounded understand of
the fundamental issues related to intercultural communi-
cation, bilingualism, and second language acquisition.
In addition to developing understanding, students are
"pushed" to express their own ideas in response to the
readings, and it is in this process of production that
students make ideas and the associated words their
own. It is when students express ideas that they solidify
understanding.

In practical terms, | organized the class around
sets of assigned readings. In the first year | taught the
class, the chosen topic was Intercultural Communi-
cation; the second year involved a combined topic of
Second Language Acquisition and Bilingualism. |
wanted to allow students to take the class a second
time, although no one actually signed up. Students also
reported that the primary reason for taking the class
was to keep up language proficiency and discuss
topics in English. Further, students reported that
discussing the same topic for the entire year grew
stale. As a result, | divided the second year into semester-
length courses with distinct, but related topics.

In-class discussion centered on the articles and
proceeded in an informal, interactive style, often following
a set of 5-10 discussion questions | prepared ahead of
time. Students were good at answering the questions, but
less adept at critical response and analysis. In fact, a
number of students claimed to be most confident with
teacher-fronted lecture. One of the challenging features of

the class was to get students to talk actively and
engage with the ideas generated by the readings in a
critical and analytic way.

However interactive the discussion became,

though, assigned readings inevitably positioned
students as recipients of knowledge. Following socio-
cultural theory about learning as shifting participation, |
required students to design and implement individual
research projects in which they collected data and
carried out original analyses. | wanted students to
generate their own interpretations, rather than rely on
ready-made theories and established interpretations,
with the goal to develop understanding through
grounded inquiry. This process of active engagement
did a number of things. First, it pushed students to
synthesize the information they read and then put that
information in the service of their own analyses. The
information became more relevant, more personal, and
more meaningful. Awareness also increased as
students participated as researchers talking about their
own ideas. In effect, students began to shift from
receptive understanding to creative,

engagement with academic knowledge.

constructive

Within the community of practice metaphor, learning
is not simply information that students have inside their
brains, but rather what students do as speakers, writers,
and researchers. Learning, whether language or
content knowledge, involves a shift from the limited
peripheral participation of a novice toward the more
independent practice of an expert who stands in the
center of an academic discourse community. For
students, this community was not only the teacher and
fellow students in class, but also the wider audience of
writers and researchers of the book and journal articles
that students were reading.

In sum, the Advanced Seminar is a challenge for
students, but also an important way to maintain the
English language skills first acquired abroad. The
course is also a means whereby students develop the
advanced discourse of academic English, which they
will use after graduation in increasingly international
communities of practice.
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Cette année universitaire 2005-2006 a été une trés bonne surprise pour moi bien que le cours destiné a introduire des
ceuvres contemporaines n’ait attiré que trois étudiants.

Les trois étudiants qui ont suivi ce cours étaient trés motivés. lls ont renforcé leur habilité & s’exprimer en francais sur
des sujets tres divers issus des extraits d’ceuvres présentés et a élargir leurs réflexions grace aux avis argumentés de leurs
camarades. lls n’ont surtout pas hésité a donner leurs points de vue.

La réussite de ce cours tient essentiellement au fait du petit nombre d’étudiants qui a ainsi permis une meilleure rela-

tion éleve-professeur.
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Perhaps the greatest matter for satisfaction this year is
that the submitted entries covered such a wide variety of
different specialist areas. There is a slight tendency to
suppose that those in the humanities are more likely to be
able to produce high-quality academic reports in a foreign
language, but this year's winner showed that scientists can
have an equal facility in a second tongue, and we hope
this will encourage more entries in the future from those
specializing in the sciences.

A matter for regret is that the number of entrants
decreased this year. The organisers had been hoping that
the considerable increase shown last year would establish
itself as a trend. One possible contributing factor to this
years' dearth was that there were very few entrants at high
school level. This may have been because the deadline for
submission was returned to its previous earlier date. The
question of timing may need further thought next year.

Once again, too, the examiners were slightly perturbed
by the number of incidences of inadequate referencing and
unattributed quotation in some entries. This is often the by-
product of enthusiastic and wide research, whereby the
writer forgets that not only the information but the actual
words in which it is couched have been taken from a
certain source. Nonetheless, in this era of easily available
digital information, it is precisely because this kind of
borrowing is so easy to do that academics must be strictly
aware of what is and what is not quotation.

gbhooogoboboboooooboobbon

00 0000James Raeside

In discussing the merits of the different candidates the
judges once again found themselves looking for a paper
which, together with a good command of English, properly
balanced independent thought and argument with
adequate supporting research. In the undergraduate
student division, where we were pleased to be able to
award three prizes, it can be said that the two runners-up
were strong in one out of two of these two vital areas,
while the First Prize winner had both a clear original thesis
and plentiful references to supporting research. This is the
goal towards which we hope all future candidates will
aspire.
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" Introduction of bioinformatics exercises in Science
class "
ooooooo
ooooooooo3ono
" The Conservation of Biological Diversity "
oooooooooo200
" Muslims In Europe: Why s It So Difficult? "
00000000 oOooooo
Oo000oooQ
0000000 O0OoooooDo200
" Alien Species Import Must Be Banned: How these
Exotic Animals Damage Japanese Ecosystem"
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